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Background and Introduction

Northern Ireland Countryside Management Scheme (NICMS)

Introduction

Biodiversity

At the Rio Summit in 1992, the United
Kingdom (UK) was among 178 countries to
sign the Convention on Biological Diversity.
Biodiversity is the immense variety of life on
earth. Each country recognised that action
was required to halt the global decline in
animal and plant species. On the basis

of the Convention, the UK government
produced its own Biodiversity Action Plan
(BAP) in June 1994, with the aim to:

* maintain and enhance biological diversity
within the UK and contribute to the
conservation of global biodiversity.

Following on from this, in 2000, the NI
Biodiversity Group (NIBG) identibed issues
affecting biodiversity in NI and proposed

a number of specibc recommendations.
These were largely included in the NI
Biodiversity Strategy (NIBS) published in
2002.

The NIBG recommendations included a list
of NI priority habitats, with a list of NI priority
species being subsequently published

in 2004. These habitats and species
require conservation action to restore their
biodiversity status and include a number of
habitats and species which are identibed

as European or UK priorities. Habitat
Action Plans (HAPs) and Species Action



30DQV 6$3V KDYH EHHQ SXEOLWIHEL \WI/WBV WKDW VKRXOG EH
1, DQG DOO ,UHODQG OHYHOVWKWRXWH EHWLYQDQMELRQ ,W DO\
DFWLRQV DLPHG DW UHVWRULD ORPBW\ RI WSKHHFVYHY RWKHU WKD
SULRULW\ KDELWDWYV DQG VS HMLEHW DVRW PXVWKEH SURWHFWH C
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RUWKHUQ  SyLRULW\ KDELWDWYV DQG VSHFLHV DJUHHG 2

HQW DQG QHZ LOQIRUPDWLRQ DQG R%JYHMDSM#\W\:'M KDYH EHHQ SXW I
RSH DV SDUW RI 1,1V FRQWUL

VWDWXV ZLWKLQ 1, DQG ,UHO
7KHVH VLWHV PD\ KDYH DOU

"XOWXUDO ¢ NH\ JRDO RI WKH 1, 3URJUDPEPHIVIRQDWHG DV $66, E\ WKH (QY
QWDO *RYHUQPHQW LV WR 3 KOM@V+WEHWDJH 6HUYLFH (+6 'H
ORVV RI LQGLJHQRXV VSHFLH\RDQX KDEQWBD@W ZKR ZLOO KDY
E\  7KH 6FKHPH DLPV WR ©ODRBRZQHUV IDUPLQJ ZLWKLQ \
PDMRU FRQWULEXWLRQ WR W Kdsigh®inVHUYDWLRQ
DFWLRQ UHTXLUHG IRU PDQ\ 1, SULRULW\
KDELWDWV DQG VSHFLHV 7ki%0gd®WHEPWDWYLWHY FDQ EH
PDQDJHPHQW SODQV VSHELI\ WiRHeeMSy [ihess gigs are notin

ODQG PDQDJHUV FDQ EHVW FRBWRXERGYUWHRQRWWLRQ WKH\ |

FRQVHUYDWLRQ RI WKHVH sULlRRWHY KD & QWRWW Kdo & &06 ZKHQ
species. E\ DQ ,QGLYLGXDO ODQDJHPHQW

SUHSDUHG E\ (+6 WR EULQJ WKF
Natura 2000 IDYRXUDEOH FRQGLWLRQ

7KH (XURSHDQ 8QLRQ (8 LV R/V%{%)Ppbe)(%é{\{o G WR
WKH SURWHFWLRQ RI ELRGLYH L KH 1DWXUD

QHWZRUN RI VLWHV IRUP WK EBWHFHRIPIPPHZRUN "LUHFWLY

RI WKH (81V LOWHUQDO SRO L HRPEenEed @ &l updeq fhe Water

orotection. (QOYCURQPHQW :DWHU JUDPHZRU
5HIXODWLRQV 1, DLPV WR |

7KH 1DWXUD QHWZRUN RI \DKWRYHWDPDGIMWDPHZRUN IRU WK

up of Special Protection Areas (SPAS), RI VXUIDFH ZDWHUVY DQG JURXQG

GHVLIJQDWHG XQGHU WKH (& %WV HRWHKXKEWLWKDW DOO (XURSF
((& DQG 6SHFLDO $UH D \pr&kdcted according to a common standard.

)O GLYHUYV L@obkservation (SACs), designated under the :DWHUZD\V ULVH LQ PRXQWDLQR
R WKH (& +DELWDWYV 'LUHFWLYH DG ARZ WR WKH VHD WKURXJK
UVLW\ including rivers, lakes and estuaries

7KH %LUGV 'LUHFWLYH ZDV GHgY THOI® YDULHW\ RI KDELW

1, UHVSRQVH WR LQFUHDVLQJ F vD EVWMPDoVY 3K\WLED
HG LVVXHV GHFOLQHV LQ (XURSHfV ZLOG E4 M gR %Vb @MDLQDJH AR

URSRVHG SDUWO\ GXH WR SROOXWLRQ BFE QRYNREKBGLWEHN VHPRYH K
RQV W DOVR UHFRJQLVHG WKDW PééléDry\ka%\JﬁLegv\ﬁ*ly&d ARZV DOC

KH 1, are a shared heritage and that their effective
LVKHG LQ conservation required shared international
FR RSHUDWLRQ 7KH 'LUHF W LThélDEdotye/reQuiirés th¥ adtive H V
ZKLFK GLUHFWO\ WKUHDWHQ EIQWYRWO Y\{FHKQDW RW KOHDLAQJ LQWHUH V!
1G D OLVW GHOLEHUDWH NLOOLQJ RU FDSWXRHUWBEGHAODWOREQYHRY SOD)
VW RI'1l, SURRWHRKHLU QHVWY DQG WD N L Q JmpdKartlrdle. H-add/use [phackdes<cWise to
VKHG licence. ZDWHUZD\V FDQ DGYHUVHO\ DIIH

|V DQG KDELWDW TXDOLW\ +DELWI
7KH FKLHI DLP RI WKH +DELW VoOLMHEWM R B¥KLHYH JRRG V\

D QXPEHU %%'R SURPRWH WKH PD'-QWHQD%'_D'Y}vﬁbflbﬁgb\é'ﬂJWblGW\Dw JRRG R

structures.

GHQWL HG WKURXJK WKH FRQVHUYDWLR QuRdydtdt Eih W g\éﬁ(e\)al%gdstatus
LWDW IVSIHFh'-H_V V_VKD_WdDU_IH I];PSRUWDQRWJ Y P ABFWRBY 30DQV L
WLRO evel. The Directive gives details of over SUHVVXUHV DQG LPSDFWV RQ ZD



Climate change

The Sustainable Development Strategy for
NI (2006) identibed climate change as “the
most severe problem we are facing today”.
Nine of the 15 warmest years here since
1841 have occurred since 1990.

Human activities that contribute to climate
change include burning fossil fuels,
agriculture and forest clearance. The

Kyoto Treaty (1997) commits industralised
countries to reduce emissions of
greenhouse gases, including carbon dioxide.
The Kyoto Protocol was ratibPed by the EU

in 2002 and requires that emissions of
greenhouse gases in the period 2008-2012
are 8% below 1990 levels.

In NI, the Programme for Government seeks
to protect our environment by reducing
greenhouse gas emissions by 25% below
1990 levels by 2025 and increasing the area
of forest and woodland by 1,650 hectares
(ha) by 2011.

Where appropriate, climate change
objectives have been identibed in the
NICMS.

EU Health Check

The 2008 EU Health Check identibed a
number of key priorities for rural development
policy. These include biodiversity, water
management and climate change. NICMS
has the potential to deliver on these important
issues.

General Information on NICMS

NICMS is open to farmers with a trading
DARD Farm Business Identilbcation Number
and with at least three hectares of eligible
land. The Scheme is voluntary and includes
all owned eligible land. Land taken in
conacre is not eligible. However, leased

in land that is entered on the IACS Single
Application Form is eligible to be included.
We may request proof of lease. A Scheme
agreement normally lasts for seven years.
The annual claim for payment is made using
the IACS Single Application Form.

Applying for NICMS

Applications will be invited by us during
specikc periods and can be made by
contacting us by telephone, in person, by
email (cmbenquiries@dardni.gov.uk), by

fax or by writing in. If there are too many
applications for the Scheme, selection
criteria and a scoring system may be applied
to prioritise entry and to achieve greatest
environmental beneht.

Outline of Scheme requirements

Participants must:

* Follow the management requirements for
the Whole Farm Payment.

* Manage all farmland habitats and historic
monuments.

» Complete Minimum Entry Environmental
Beneht.

e Carry out all chosen Habitat
Enhancement Options, for example,
hedge restoration, leaving stubble over
the winter months, planting wild bird
cover.

e Take part in environmental training.

Table 1 provides an overview of the Scheme
structure.
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Table 1: Scheme Structure

'DGLQJ Management Requirements for the Whole Farm Payment

1XPEHU
IV RI HOLJLE$Oq—|O RI WKHVH UHTXLUHPHQWY DUH FRPSXOVRU\

G LQFOXGHVf *HQHUDO (QYLURQPHQWDO$560KVY VY RRPGWYDQFH
INHQ LQ t )LHOG %RXQGDU\ ODQDJHPHQMWIP IXWULHQW DQG :DVWH 0DC
) OHDVHG  + §JUHHPHQW ODQDJHPHQW

i(HH lP_ 8 FOXGH %armland Habitats and features
/HQ \HDUV , | WKHVH KDELWDWY DUH SUHVHQW RQ WKH IDUP WKH\ PXVW
DGH XVLQJ managementrequirements.
f *UDVVODQGV T %LUG EUHHGLQJ IHHGLQJ DQG (
f tHWODQGYV f ORRUODQG DQG ORZODQG UDLVEH
(V GXULQJ f ' RRGODQG VFUXE DQG SDUNOLNMYRULF PRQXPHQWYV
-\
JUVRQ E\ OLQLPXP (QWU\ (QYLURQPHQWDO %HQH¢W 0((%
N E\ $00 DJUHHPHQW KROGHUV PXVW DFKLHYH D PLQLPXP OHYHO |
NRR PDQ\ 1,806 DJUHHPHQW ZKLFK ZLOO EH DJUHHG DW WKH IDUP DXGL

. EH DS S OL Hiabitat Enhancement Options
iIYH JUHDWHYWHVH DUH RSWLRQDO 7KH\ PD\ EH FKRVHQ IRU 0((%

+ )DUP ZDWHUZD\ DQG ULSDULP @ ORQREHRXQGDU\ UHVWRUDWLRC
management f )DUPODQG ELUG DQG LQVHFW KI

f *UDVV PDUJLQV f '"HOD\HG FXWWLQJ DQG JUD]JLQJ
HQWV IRU + 7UDGLWLRQDO RUFKDUGV f 7UDGLWLRQDO EUHHGV * ,ULVK

+ 6HPL LPSURYHG DQG VHPL QBYWIHHPO® EUDFNHQ FRQWURO
QG KLVWRULF3ypvVvODQG + ORZ LQSXW f $QQXDO VFUXE FRQWURO

t 2UJDQLF PDQDJHPHQW
"HQWDO + $QQXDO KHDWKHU UHJHQHUDWLRQ
t $QQXDO UKRGRGHQGURQ QRQ QDWLYH

H species control

(EEOH RYHU Ephancement Measures
OG ELUG 7KHVH PHDVXUHV DLP WR HQKDQFH ELRGLYHUVLW\ ODQGVFD:
PHDVXUHV FDQ EH FKRVHQ IRU 0((%

5LYHUEHG HQKDQFHPHQW f 7UHH SODQWLQJ DQG PDQDJHPH
%LUG DQG EDW ER[HV $+ 5HG VIXLUUHO IHHGHUV
B3URYLVLRQ Rl DOWHUQDWLiYGF ZDWHW BIRRIOW DQG UDLVLQJ :
7UDGLWLRQDO ZRRGHQ JDWHBPWHY SRVWV + ZRRGHQ DQG VYV
7UDGLWLRQDO PHWDO JDWH®RPSRVLWH JDWHYV
7UDGLWLRQDO SLOODUV DQ@GUFPBMFWLYH IHQFLQJ
3DUNODQG WUHH JXDUGV % 30DVWLF UHF\FOLQJ ELQ
%UDFNHQ FRQWURO + +HDWKHU UHJHQHUDWLRQ
6FUXE FRQWURO + 5KRGRGHQGURQ QRQ QDWLYH V!
JHDWXUHV RI KLVWRULF LQWHUHVW

DLQLQJ
KH 6FKHPH

+H

9P SRP 98P SAP S9AP gAP SAF GA0 SAP

Special Environmental Project
7KHVH PD\ EH FDUULHG RXW E\ LQGLYLGXDOV RU MRLQWO\ zZL
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Farms with at least one farmland habitat RSWLRQV RU RQH RI WKH pZbDWHU TXD
or historic monument PXVW EH FDUULHG RXW 7DEOH 'HS

.l WKHUH LV DW OHDVW RQH HYKH BREWLEBQp 3KdicI DUPHU ODQGRZQH
KDELWDW 7DEOH ZLWK D PMAR P DOHYHRP VSHFL(HG DUHD OHQ

KD RU DQ HOLJLEOH KLVWRBHPYROHKMRQWFKLHYH 0((% 7KH FKRYV
0((% KDELWDW HQKDQFHPHQWRSWMREH K¥WUkHE&Q SODFH HDFK \HDL
RXW RQ RQH RI WKH IDUP 0D Q @urrtigr=af thepSgheme. Un theycageoH

FRQWLQXH XQWLO WKH KDELWDW QR C

Table 2: Eligible farmland habitats for enhancement.
MEEB )DUPODQG KDELWDWV ZLWKLQ $66, 1D
KQ DUH LQ UXQIDYRXUDEOH
(OLJLEOH IDUPODQG KDELWDV%E%{%%%F\' EI\-)|<HQWHUHG LQWR 1,&06 ZL
Semi-natural grassland ,QGLYLGXDO ODQDJHPHQW 30DQ SUHSES
6SHFLHV ULFK JUDVVODQG + ¢t8 EBWKDWKRYLP RI EULQJILQJ WKH \
ZHW IDYRXUDEOH FRQGLWLRQ &RQGLWLRH

E\ (+6
6SHFLHVY ULFK JUDVVODQG FXW I(RU KD\ + GU\

SO oL RAY ZHEW MEEB requirements for Scheme

UHHGLQJ ZDGHU VLWH participants with no farmland habitats/

Fen historic monument

6ZDPS 7KLY DSSOLHVY ZKHUH WKH IDUPODQG
RU VHPL LPSURYHG JUDVVODQG RU DU

SHHGEHG RQO\ ZLWK QR IDUPODQG KDELWDWV G

ORRUODQG = GU\ DQG ZHW KHPR&XEHOOWNRW ZKHUH WKH DUHD RI ID

ERJ GHJUDGHG KHDWK KDELWDW LV OHVV WKDQ KD 7KHVH

PXVW FKRRVH RQH MELRGLYHUVLW\Y R
D SILe PRI OIRofer TR H O DQG RQH pZDWHU TXDOLW\Yf RSWLRQ |
/IRZODQG UDLVHG ERJ OLVW RI DFWLYLWLHV LQ 7DEOH LV
:RRGODQG +* PL[HG DVK RDN ZWwHUZD\V RU QR VXLWDEOH ZDWHUZ
NEAE IDUP WKHQ WZR ELRGLYHUVLW\ RSWL

EH FDUULHG RXW 7KH VHOHFWHG ELF
SDUNODQG DQG ORZODQG ZRRYX) EDMIWKHIWH TXDOLW\ RSWLRQV VKRXO
+LVWRULF PRQXPHQW D UHOHYDQW +$3 RU 6%$3 '$5' DGYLVH
ZLOO KDYH LQIRUPDWLRQ RQ WKH VSH

7KH UDQJH RI 0((% RSWLRQV i VE UHVHQKV\(VRSQVIVRKUHPIDDVVLPRVSK
FKRVHQ IRU IDUPODQG KDELW IRRERbAOW LY RO WKH PRVYW \
LV JLYHQ LQ YDEOH  -KHUH L L éyW\DQG ZDWHU TXDOLW\ R
KDELWDW LV FRQVLGHUHG E\ ; KHVH LPSRUWDOW VSHF
QHHG RI HOKDOFHPHQW RU UHJSEL \&%z é‘GDDFKLHYH 0((%
PDQDJHPHQW WR DFKLHYH WD L WK

6$3 RU +$3 WKH RSWLRQ UH O IngperaiMg of tRe WptioR, e farmer/

KDELWDW PXVW EH FDUULHG RXMQGRZQHU LV UHTXLUHG WR FRPSOH

'KHUH PRUH WKDQ RQH IDUPOIIE KrY D OHQJIWK RI WKH PHDV

L 7DEOH 7KH FKRVHQ

LV SUHVHQW 0((% KDELWDW H EH FDUULHG RXW HDF
DW

)
LI{ =
LV UHTXLUHG RQ RQO\ RQH RI, eEH%
| WKH IDUPODQG KDELWDW Vv “UHTY
HOKDQFHPHQW RQH RI WKH WELRGLYHUVLW\Y



OLW\T RSW LTR42\8: MEEB enhancement options
HQGLQJ RQ

U LV UHTXL Enhancement Options Areallength  Farms with Farms with no
JWK RI WKH at least one habitats/historic
'HQ habitat/historic monuments

J IRU WKH monument

W PXVW

)RQJHU U H T 1. Farmland Habitat Enhancement
$QQXDO EUDFNHQ FRQWURO WUDFANDRWHDU
$QQXDO EUDFNHQ FRQWURO NQDSKDRNDU

W X UD $QQXDO EXUQLQJ KHDWKHU KD \HDU

FRQGLWLR $QQXDO ADLOLQJ KHDWKHU KD \HDU

WK DQ $QQXDO FRQWURO RI VFUXE KD \HDU

S DUHG E\ Annual control of rhododendron/non-native KD \H%e PXVW EH

/LWH LQWR SPeces carried out ;

6HPL QDWXUDO JUDVVODQG ORZ LRBXW

6FUDSH FUHDWLRQ VLWH VSHFL¢F SODQ

30DQW VWDQGDUG SDUNODQG WUHHY VLWH VSHFL¢{(F SODQ
+DELWDW PDQDJHPHQW VLWH VSHFL¢{F SODQ

+LVWRULF PRQXPHQW VLWH VSHFL&F SODQ

J LV DVVHV

|V LP SURY H 2. Biodiversity Options
DEOH ODQC 8QJUD]JHG JUDVV PDUJLQV ¢(¢HOG FRHQHUYV
'R KLVWRUL 8QJUD]JHG JUDVV PDUJLQV SODQWHEBZLWK QDWLYH WUHHV

UPODQG &RDVWDO JUD]LQJ RSWLRQ KD

IDUPHUY LQWHU IHHGLQJ VLWHV IRU VZDQV PG JHHVH

SWLRO /IDSZLQJ EUHHGLQJ VLWHV KD ,
URP WKH SHWHQWLRQ RI ZLQWHU VWXEEOH KD  RQH ZDWHU TRBWIWRQ PXVW EH
VKHUH DUH T KD option if none of the chosen. Where
D\V RQ WKH -, 06 ELUG FRYHU 0 IDUPODQG KDFER WRMVDEOH ZDW
RQV PXVW 8QGHUVRZQ FHUHDOV KD enhancement TXDOLW\ RSWLRQ
QGLYHUVLW'Roughgrassmargins KD RS.WLRQV DERYOHODEJHH FKRVHQ

G WDUJHW 3ROOHQ DQG QHFWDU PL[WXUH I e B, | UV LA
uv JLHOG ERXQGDU\ UHVWRUDWLRQ P \HDU RSWLRQV PXVW EH
FLHV DQG  Traditional orchards KD undertaken.

DW PD\ EH | 'HOD\HG FXWWLQJ DQG JUD]LQJ Rl XIDVVODQG
DGYLEH ZL¢6HPL LPSURYHG VHPL QDWXUDO JUKWODQG * ORZ LQSXW

/X LWDEOH  IrnshMoiled cattle EUHHGLQJ
female

SWLRQV .
LHV DQG Organic management KD

3. Water Quality Options |

5LSDULDQ ]JRQH VWDQGDUG KD 2QH ELRGObYHRQHW\DWHU TXDOL
WH D RQH ZDWHU TRBWILWQ PXVW EH
XUH WR 5LSDULDQ JRQH HQKDQFHG UL Y HKE H @ptionifnoneofthe  FKRVHQ LI VXLWDI|
\HDU IRU W enhancement

5LSDULDQ ]JRQH SODQWHG ZLWK QRWLYHRWWYHRQV DERYH DUH

required.
7KLY DUHD PXVW EH UHWDLQHG IRU HDFK \HDU RI WKH 6FKHP
WR FKDQJH WKH 0((% RSWLRQV
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$ OLPLWHG DPRXQW RI IXQGLQJDPSDWDLRIDEGHRUN PD\ LQFOXGH
IRU 6SHFLDO (QYLURQPHQW D Of 3WHRWMHEWMW BRIV RI WUDGLWLRQDO ID

XQGHU WKH 1,&06 6(3V DUH DyYDHOWRQDWIRRQ RI KLVWRULF LWHPV
ey ARy, Roe Y HesloLgreel airRULE SoUNoD QG
566, 1DWXUD '8 6(3 PD\ EHEDOULEG " HOVROIY WR SURWHEW D
RXW LQGLYLGXDOO\ RU MRLQWO %\tlﬁ Phl%'g\)/\lf:'é{ DOQRW EH DGGUHYV
(one or more) of other Scheme agreement H[LVWLQJ 1,806 RSWLRQYV
holders. '

+ HQKDQFHPHQW ZRUN ZLWKLQ D GHVL
BURSRVDOV IRU WKH 6(3 PXVW PHHMWH WRH BHIPPSOH $66, 1DWXUD
RI WKH 1,&806 DQG GHOLYHU YDO2XKHURUWKRHARUN FDQQRW EH DGGUF
7KH WRWDO PD[LPXP JUDQW SD\DEHOMLRU 1,&806 RSWLRQV

LQGLYLGXDO SURMHFEWYV LV ...+ vsRRG tRUWL MBRIRWXWWLQJ UHJLPHYV
SURMHFWYV .. SHU DSSOLFDQWRXQG QHVWLQJ ELUGY DQG WKH ,L

DFFHVV IRU H[DPSOH VWLOHV DQG
JUDVV OHJXPLQRXV VA\VWHPV
ZDWHU SURWHFWLRQ SURMHFWYVY DQ

KDELWDW FUHDWLRQ ZKHUH WKLV L
DGGUHVVHG E\ HI[LVWLQJ 1,&806 RSWL

+H +H+ +H+ +H



Rates of payment

Farmland Habitats and features

*Payment rates are per hectare unless otherwise indicated.




Rates of payment

2  Habitat Enhancement Options



3 Enhancement Measures

*Payment rates are per hectare unless otherwise indicated.
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