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● Choosing not to plough or re-seed feeding areas is vital. These include 
areas of rough or extensively grazed pasture, unimproved grassland 
and hay meadows. The grassy verges of tracks, lanes or field edges, 
woods, rivers, ditches and hedges are also important feeding areas for 
barn owls.

● Create new feeding areas by establishing areas of tall/rough grassland, 
away from roads to reduce the risk of collisions with traffic.

● Leave old farm outbuildings and barns, as barn owls use these as nest 
sites provided the roof is maintained to keep them dry and sheltered. 
They also favour holes in trees, so leave old hollow trees, particularly 
elm, oak, beech, sycamore and ash. You can also put out special nest 
boxes for barn owls.

● Barn owls can die from pesticide poisoning if they eat contaminated 
prey. Of particular concern are second generation rodenticides, such as 
difenacoum, bromadiolone and the even more toxic flocoumafen and 
brodifacoum. Where rodent infestation is a serious problem, pest 
control specialists should always be consulted. If rats are not resistant, 
farmers should use warfarin, as this has a lower toxicity to barn owls.

HOW CAN I ENCOURAGE BARN OWLS?

You can get further information on this and other
ways of managing your farm for wildlife from:

The RSPB, 
Northern Ireland HQ, 
Belvoir Park Forest, Belfast BT8 7QT. 
Tel: 028 9049 1547

Barn owl distribution 
Data provided by The New Atlas of Breeding Birds in Britain
and Ireland 1988–1991. British Trust for Ornithology, Scottish
Ornithologists' Club and Irish Wildbird Conservancy (now
known as Birdwatch Ireland).
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